for that which satisfieth not? hearken unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and 

let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and 1 will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people.

( To-day when the Lord was baptized in Jordan, the heavens were opened. and lo, the Spirit like a dove  descending and lighting upon him, and the voice of the Father saying: * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

( The Holy Ghost descended In a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice

came from heaven saying , This is my.

The above ( is said only on this day, the Sunday within the Octave, and the Octave day: on other days within the Octave in its place is said 

( Three are the precious gifts which the wise men presented unto the Lord on this day, and they contain divine mysteries: * Gold shows the might of a King, frankincense a great High Priest, and myrrh the Lord's burial.

( The wise men worshipped the Author of our salvation in the manger, and out of their treasures presented unto him gifts of mystic meaning. Gold shows.

Lesson ij 

A

RISE, shine: for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For behold the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about and see: all they gather themselves together, they  come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the

forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. The multitude of  camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and  Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the praises of  the Lord.

( The Holy Ghost was seen like a dove, the Father's voice was heard: * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

( The heavens were opened unto him, and the voice of  the Father declared:  This is my. 

Lesson iij

441
I

 WILL greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord God will  cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations. For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.

. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents: * The kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts to the Lord God.

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense.  The kings.  

Glory be. The Kings.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. All the world * shall worship thee, sing of thee, and praise thy Name, O Lord.  Psalm 66 Jubilate Deo
Antiphon. The kings of Tharsis * and of the isles shall give presents to the Lord the King. Psalm 72 Deus, judicium tuum.

Antiphon. All nations * whom thou hast made shall come and  worship thee, O Lord. Psalm 86   Inclina, Domine.

(. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents.

( The kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts.

Sermon by S. Leo the Great                                                      II on the Epiphany

Lesson iv

R

EJOICE in the Lord, beloved, and again I say, rejoice. For while the solemn festival of the Birth Of Christ is only just past, the feast of his Mamfestation now dawns upon us: he who on that day was born of the Virgin, is on this acknowledged by the world. For the Word was made flesh, and when Jesus was born he so ordered the commencement of his undertaking on our behalf that he was manifested unto the believers, and hidden from his persecutors.  Truly the heavens declared the the glory of God, and the sound of Truth was gone out into all lands, when the host of herald Angels appeared to proclaim the Saviour, and when the prevenient star led the wise men to come and worship him; so that from the risIng of the sun unto the gomg down of the sarne the birth of the true King might be blazoned forth, and the true faith be made known through the wise men to the  kingdoms of the east, and not be hidden from the Roman Empire. 
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( Arise, shine, O Jerusalem, for thy light is come * And the glory of the Lord  is risen upon thee.

( And the Gentiles shall  come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. And the. 

Lesson v

R

AGING Herod attempted to extinguish the first rays of the light of the King whom he feared so greatly, and all unknowingly ministered unto the Dispensation: bent on his infamous deed, he caused the massacre of the Innocents in his attempt to murder the child that he did not know. Thus spread far and wide the story of the wondrous coming of the Ruler whose birth had been proclaimed from heaven; the strangeness of the signs from heaven and the wickedness of the cruel persecutor made the news spread all the more quickly and into even more corners. Through Herod's wicked deed the Saviour was borne away to Egypt, and a nation given over to inherent errors was prepared by hidden grace for its salvation that was  nigh at hand; although it had not yet cast away its superstition, yet did it receive the Truth as its guest.

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense, and they shall shew forth the praises of. the Lord. * Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

(. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents, the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. Alleluia. 

Lesson vj

I

N the Adoration of the Magi, dearly beloved, let us recognize the origin of our calling and of our faith; and let us celebrate the beginnings of our blessed hope with joyful hearts. For it is from thence that we make our entrance into our 

eternal heritage: from thence the hidden sayings of the Scriptures reveal Christ to us; and Truth, whom the Jews in their blindness received not, sheds forth his light upon all the nations. Let us celebrate this most holy Day with great worship then, this day on which the Author of our salvation has appeared. Our God, whom the wise men worshipped as a Child in the cradle, let us worship as Almighty in heaven. And as they presented to the Lord gifts of mystic meaning from their treasures, so let us bring forth offerings meet unto God from our hearts. 

( There came  wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born? For we have seen his star, * And are come to worship the Lord. 

(. We have seen his star in the east. And are. Glory be.And are. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. O come, let us worship him: for he is the Lord our God.
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This Antiphon is repeated in the Psalm in the order given below. 

Psalm 95 Venite adoremus XCIV

O

 COME, let us sing unto the Lord: * let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 

2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving: * and shew ourselves glad in him with psalms. 

Antiphon. O come, let us worship him: for he is the Lord our God.

3 For the Lord is a great God: * and a great King above all gods. 

4 In his hand are all the corners of the earth: * and the strength of the hills is his also. 

Antiphon. O come, let us worship him : for he is the Lord our God.

5 The sea is his,and he made it : * and his hands prepared the dry land. 

Antiphon. O come, let us worship him: for he is the Lord our God.

7 And we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand: * 8 Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts: 

As in the provocation,and as in the day of temptation in the; wilderness: * 9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works. 

Antiphon. O come, let us worship him: for he is the Lord our God.

10 Forty years long was I grieved with this generation,and said:  * It is a people that do err in their hearts, for  they have not known my ways. 

11 Unto whom I sware in my wrath : * that they should not enter into my rest.

Antiphon.  O come, let us worship him : for he is the Lord our God.

Glory be to the Father,and to the Son, * and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning,is now,and ever shall be, * world without end. Amen..

Antiphon. O come, let us worship him : for he is the Lord our God.

The above Antiphon with its Psalm is said only in this night: but throughout its Octave is said the Antiphon and Psalm as follows.  

Antiphon.He was born * in her, and the Most High shall stab1ish her. Psalm 87 Fundamenta eius LXXXVI. 

Antiphon.O worship the Lord,* alleluia, in the beauty of holiness, alleluia. Psalm 96 Cantate Domino XCV 
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Antiphon.Worship * him, alleluia, all ye gods, alleluia. Psalm 97  Dominus regnavit, exultet terra. XCVI
( O worship the Lord, a!leluia. ( In the beauty of holiness, alleluia. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson vij                                                                                                        Ch. 2 

N

OW when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judrea in the days of Herod the 

king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? And the rest.

Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                      Homily 10 on the Gospels 

Y

E have heard in the Gospel Lesson, beloved brethren, how the earthly king was troubled when the heavenly King was born: naturally the depths of the earth are confounded when the heights of heaven are revealed. Yet why was it, we must ask, that when our Redeemer was born, an Angel appeared to the shepherds in Judæa, and no Angel, but a star, led the wise men from the east to worship him? 

It is but fitting that a reasonable being, that is, an Angel, should bring the tidings to the Jews, who possessed the use of reason: but the Gentiles were unenlightened and incapable of reasoning, and so they were led to the knowledge of God by means, not of a voice, but of a sign. It is said by S. Paul, Prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe; and, A sign is not for them that believe but to them that believe not. So the prophesying was given to the believers, and not to the unbelievers: and to those un. believers was given the sign, which was not given to the believers. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was: * And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

( And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him. And when they. 

Lesson viij

I

T is to be observed that, when our Redeemer was of age, it was the Apostles who preached him to the Gentiles, and while he was a Babe and not yet speaking by means of his human body, it was the star that proclaimed him to the nations. It is in accordance with reason that the Lord's doctrine should be made known to us by his own speech when he was old enough to speak, and that, while he was yet too young, the dumb elements should themselves be his preachers. But the remarkable thing is this, that in spite of all the signs that were shown both at the Lord's birth and at his death, the hearts of the Jews were so hardened that neither by the gift of prophecies nor by miracles could they come to believe in him. 
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( When the wise men saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy: * And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him: * and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.  And when. Glory be.  And. 

Lesson ix 

A

LL the elements bore witness of the coming of their Creator. Let me express their witness in human speech: The sky knew its God, and straightway sent forth a star. The sea knew him, and offered itself as a roadway under the soles of his feet. The earth knew him, and quaked when he was dying. The sun knew him, and hid its radiant light. The rocks and the walls knew him, and were rent at the time of his death. Hell acknowledged him, and gave back to him those that it held in death. And now, when all the inanimate elements recognize their Lord, even to this very day the hearts of the Jews show no sign of acknowledging that he is God, and, harder than rocks, they will not be rent by repentance. 

Te Deum Laudamus. 

AT LAUDS, and through the Hours,

Antiphon 1.                                                                                                    Tone ij.
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     Before the morning star begotten, * and Lord from everlasting, our Saviour is
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      made manifest unto the world today.    E   u    o    u      a     e.      Ps 93 &c.  

Antiphon 2.                                                                                            Tone j, 2.
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       Thy light is come,* O Je-  ru-sa-        lem, and the glo-     ry  of        the Lord 

[image: image4.png]



      is ris-en up-            on thee: and the Gentiles shall come to thy light, al- le- luia
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        E     u      o      u        a        e.

Antiphon 3.                                                                                             Tone j, 4.
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      When they had opened their treasures, * the wise men presented unto the Lord 
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      gold, frankincense,and  myrrh, al-le-     lu-ia.    E   u    o   u    a    e.

Antiphon 4.                                                                                             Tone iv, 1.
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         O ye seas and floods,* bless ye the Lord: O ye wells, sing a hymn unto the
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     Lord, al-le-lu-ia. E   u   o   u   a   e.

Antiphon 5.                                                                                             Tone vij, 4.
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        Like a flame of fire, * that star glittereth yonder, revealing God, the King of  [image: image11.png]



     kings: the wise men, when they beheld it, offered presents unto the mighty 
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      Ruler.  E   u   o   u   a   e.
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Chapter                                                                                                      Isaiah 60

A

RISE, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 

Hymn                                                                                    Mode viij.
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O sola magnarum urbium

 O MORE than mighty cities known,         3 The wise men, seeing him, so fair, 

   Dear Bethlehem, in thee alone                     Bow low before him, and with prayer

   Salvation's Lord from heaven took birth     Their treasured orient gifts unfold 

   In human form upon the earth.                  Of incense, myrrh, and royal gold.
2 And from a star that far outshone             4 The fragrant incense which they bring,

   The radiant circle of the sun                        The gold, proclaim him God and King: 

   In beauty, swift the tidings ran                    The bitter spicy dust of myrrh 

   Of God on earth in flesh of man.                 Foreshadows his new sepulchre

5 All glory, Lord, to thee we pay

                                                  For thine Epiphany today; 

                                                  All glory, as is ever meet, 

                                                  To Father and to Paraclete. Amen. 

__________________________________________________________________

Or: E.H. 40, with a different metre and a modern tune. 
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       Bethlehem, of noble cities                         3  By its lambent beanty guided 

          None can once with thee compare;                See the eaetern kings appear; 

          Thou alone the Lord from heaven                 See them bend, their gifts to offer, 

          Didst for us Incarnate bear.                           Gifts of incense, gold and myrrh. 

      2  Fairer than the sun at morning                   4  Solemn things of mystic meaning : 

          Was the star that told his birth;                      Incense doth the God dlsclcee, 

          To the lands their God announcing,              Gold a royal child proclaimeth, 

          Hid beneath a form of earth.                          Myrrh a future tomb foreshows. 
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5. Holy Jesu, in thy brightness

                                                    To the Gentile world displayed,

                                                    With the Father and the Spirit 

                                                    Endless praise to thee be paid.      Amen. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

( O  worship the Lord, alleluia. ( All ye Angels of his, alleluia. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.                                                                     Tone viij, 1.
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        Today * the Church is joined to her heavenly Bridegroom; because in Jordan 
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    Christ hath washed away her offences: the wise men with their offerings hasten 
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      to the royal marriage, and the guests are regaled with water made wine,  al-le-
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      lu-ia.  Canticle Benedictus, p. 39. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who on this day by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles: mercifully grant that we, who know thee now by faith, may be brought even to the contemplation of the beauty of thy majesty. Through the same. 

At Prime, Short ( O Christ, Son of the living God; 
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Who hast appeared today.  And so it is said throughout the Octave. 

At Terce, Antiphon Thy light is come. 
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Chapter Arise, shine, as above. 
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Short ( The kings of 

Tharsis  and of the isles shall    give  presents.*  Al- le - lu-ia, al- le - lu- ia. 

              The kings of. 

The kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts.   Al- le -lu -ia, al- le - lu- ia.
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       Glory be to the Father,.   and    to      the Son,   and to the Ho-ly Ghost. 

                 The kings of. 
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             All they from Sheba shall come. Allelu-                         ia. 

             They shall bring gold and incense.Allelu-                       ia. 

At Sext, Antiphon When they had opened their treasures. 

Chapter                                                                                                      Isaiah 60

L

IFT up thine eyes round about, and see all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. 

Short ( All they from Sheba shall come. *  Alleluia, alleluia. All they.

( They shall bring gold and incense. ( Alleluia, alleluia. Glory be. All they. 

( O worship the Lord. Alleluia. ( In the beauty of holiness. Alleluia. 

At None, Antiphon Like a flame of fire. 

Chapter                                                                                                      Isaiah 60 

A

LL they from Sheba shall come:they shall bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth the praises of the Lord. 

Short ( O worship the Lord.*Alleluia, alleluia. O Worship. 

( .In the beauty of holiness. Alleluia, alleluia. Glory be. O worship.

( O worship him. Alleluia. ( All ye gods, alleluia. 

At Vespers, Antiphon Before the morning star begotten, with the rest from Lauds above. Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113, 114-115, from  Sunday. And so it is said throughout the Octave. 
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Chapter Arise, shine, as above at Lauds. 

Hymn: E.H. 38 Crudelis Herodes, as above at I Vespers. 

( The Kings of Tharsis, as above at First Vespers. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                          Tone j, 3.
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       Now do we cel-    -       - ebrate * a holy day adorned by three miracles: today  [image: image24.png][ur





      a star led the wise men to the man-  ger: today water was made wine  at  the
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     wedding feast: today Christ vouchsafed to be baptized of John in Jor-         dan
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     that he      might save us, al-le- lu-ia. Canticle Magnificat, p. 

If the Epiphany comes on a Saturday, in second Vespers commemoration is made of the Sunday within the Octave. 

Antiphon.The Child Jesus. ( .All they from Sheba shall come. 

Collect O Lord, we beseech thee, as below for Saturday within the Octave.

__________________________________________________________________

 Within the Octave of the Epiphany if there occur a Double Feast, or a Semidouble, it is transferred after the Octave, unless it is of the Patron or Title of the Church, or its Dedication, as is said in the rubric of Octaves; but of Simples only a commemoration is made. 

AT MATINS

( O Lord, open thou. 

The Invitatory and Hymn as placed above in the Rubric on the Feast, p. 440. All the rest as on the day of the Feast, except the Lessons and the Antiphons on Benedictus and Magnificat, which are proper to each day, as follows. 

451

 On the Sunday within the Octave, on whichever day of the Octave it falls, the Office is said as ordered below, and in it is placed the first Epistle to the Corinthians,omitting the Lessons from the Epistle to the Romans. 

 And after the Sunday the days ot the Octave continue exactly as if the Sunday had not intervened, in order that they are numbered. For example: If Sunday comes on the third day within the Octave, on the first day after the Sunday, the Lessons of the second and third Nocturn, and the Antiphons on Benedictus and Magnificat, are said from the third day within the Octave, and so on of the others. But the Lessons from the Epistle to the Romans in the first Nocturn are omitted, and instead they are taken from the first Epistle to the Corinthians, as follow after the Sunday, and they are read from it also after the Octave until the following Sunday. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Second Day within the Octave ot the Epiphany

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Epistle to the Romans. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch.9 

I

 SAY the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh:who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God,and the promises; whose are the fathers, and of whom, as. concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 

( Three are the precious gifts which the wise men presented unto the Lord on this day, and they contain divine mysteries: * Gold shows the might of a King, frankincense a great High Priest, and myrrh the Lord's burial.

( The wise men worshipped the Author of our salvation in the manger, and out of their treasures presented unto him gifts of mystic meaning. Gold shows.

Lesson ij 

N

OT as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is, they which are the children ot the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed. For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a son. And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even our father Isaac.

( The Holy Ghost was seen like a dove, the Father's voice was heard: * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
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( The heavens were opened unto him, and the voice of  the Father declared:  This is my. 

Lesson iij 

(F

OR the children being not yet born, either having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God, according to election, might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth,) it was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it is

written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy  whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents: * The kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts to the Lord God.

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense.  The kings.  

 Glory be. The Kings. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon of Saint Augustine, Bishop. 

Lesson iv                                                                                Sermon 2 on Epiphany 

T

O worship the Virgin's Child came wise men from the East.This day we celebrate today: We pay this debt of solemnity with a sermon. That day was the first to shed light on them; the anniversary returns for us with festivity. They were the first-fruits of the Gentiles, we the people of the Gentiles.The tongue of the Apostles announced this to us, a star to them, as it were a tongue of the heavens: and to us the Apostles, other heavens as it were, declared the glory of God. 

( Arise, shine, O Jerusalem, for thy light is come * And the glory of the Lord  is risen upon thee.

( And the Gentiles shall  come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. And the. 

Lesson v 

O

 GREAT mystery! he lay in the manger, and led the wise men from the East: he was hidden in the stable,and was discerned in the sky: that being discerned in heaven he might be manifested in the stable, and this day be called Epiphany, which in Latin can be called Manifestation: shewing forth at once his sublimity and his humility, that he who was shewn as great by starry signs in open heaven, being sought and found in a remote and narrow place,  weak, born in the form of a baby,  wrapped in baby clothes,  was   ** adored  by  wise men, feared by bad men. **
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** adoretur a Magis, timeretur a malis.** 

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense, and they shall shew forth the praises of. the Lord. * Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

(. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents, the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. Alleluia. 

Lesson vj 

F

OR king Herod feared him, when announced to him by the same wise men, having searched for the young child thus far, whom they knew by the heavenly sign to be now born. What shall become of judgment, when a. child's cradle frightened proud kings? How much more wisely do kings,not like Herod seek to kill him, but like the wise men rather delight to worship him, especially now him who accepted from his enemies, even for the sake of his enemies, that same death that the enemy desired to inflict, and, being killed, killed it in his own body? Kings fear with reverence him now seated at the right hand of the Father, whom the evil king feared while yet sucking his mother' s breasts.

( There came  wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born? For we have seen his star, * And are come to worship the Lord. 

(. We have seen his star in the east. And are. Glory be.And are. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew.

Lesson vij                                                                                              Ch. 2. 1-12 

N

OW when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? And the rest.

Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                     Homily 10 on the Gospels

W

HEN Herod heard of the birth of our King, he resorted to craftiness; he was afraid of losing  his earthly kingdom and so he commanded word to be brought him as to where the child was to be found. He pretended that he wished to worship him, so that, if he were able to find him, he could destroy him. But what avail is the wiliness of man against the counsels of God? For it is written, There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel against the Lord. The star that appeared led the wise men: and they found the child that was born, and presented unto him gifts: they were warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod. Thus it came about that Herod searched for Jesus and could not find him. Is he not typical of all those whom we term hypocrites, those who, since they make only a show of searching, never deserve to find the Lord? 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was: * And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
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( And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him. And when they. 

Lesson viij

H

ERE we must note that the Priscillianist heretics hold that every man is born under the influence of the stars: and they take as confirmation of this error of theirs the fact that a new star issued forth when the Lord appeared clothed in flesh; they think that the star that appeared ruled his destiny. But if we examine the words of the Gospel where it is said of this star that it went before them till it came and stood over where the young child was, we find that it was the star that hastened to the child, not the child to the star. The star was not the child's destiny, but the child who appeared was the destiny of the star.

( When the wise men saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy: * And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him: * and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.  And when. Glory be.  And. 

Lesson ix

B

UT be it far from the hearts of the faithful to say that anything rules their destiny. For that one Author of Life, who created it, administrates it. Nor was man made for the sake of the stars, but the stars for man: and if a star is said to rule man's destiny, then this would mean that man is subservient to that which is assigned to his service. For when Jacob was coming out of his mother's womb, his hand took hold of the heel of his brother who was before him, and so the first child could not have emerged entirely before the second one had already begun to come: yet although their mother brought them both forth at the same moment, their future destinies were not identical. 

Te Deum Laudamus. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.
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     From the east * there came wise men     to   Bethlehem, to worship the Lord: 
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     and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him precious 
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        gifts: gold as to a mighty King, incense as to the true God, and myrrh to fore-
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          shadow his bu-ri -al, al- le - lu- ia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.    
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     When the wise men saw the star * they rejoiced with exceeding great joy: and 
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      when they were come into the house, they presented unto the Lord gold, frank- 
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      incense, and myrrh, al-le -    lu-ia.

__________________________________________________________________ 

The third day.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Epistle to the Romans. 

Lesson j                                                                                                          Ch.12 

I

 BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 

( Three are the precious gifts which the wise men presented unto the Lord on this

456

day, and they contain divine mysteries: * Gold shows the might of a King, frankincense a great High Priest, and myrrh the Lord's burial.

( The wise men worshipped the Author of our salvation in the manger, and out of their treasures presented unto him gifts of mystic meaning. Gold shows.

Lesson ij 

F

OR as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office; so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or ministry, let us wait on our ministering; or he that teacheth, on teaching; he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth,with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

( The Holy Ghost was seen like a dove, the Father's voice was heard: * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

( The heavens were opened unto him, and the voice of  the Father declared:  This is my. 

Lesson iij

L

ET love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; not slothful in business;f ervent in spirit; serving the Lord; Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. 

. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents: * The kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts to the Lord God.

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense.  The kings.  

Glory be. The Kings. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Sermon of Saint Augustine, Bishop. 

Lesson iv                                                                     From Sermon 2 on Epiphany. 

A

LTHOUGH so many kings of the Jews had already been born and died, did wise men seek to adore any of them? No, for they had not learned of any of them  by  a  word  from  heaven.  However,  we  must  not  omit  to say  that  this

illumination of the wise men shows a great testimony of the blindness of the Jews. 
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The wise men sought him in the land of the Jews, but the latter did not recognise him in their own land. 

( Arise, shine, O Jerusalem, for thy light is come * And the glory of the Lord  is risen upon thee.

( And the Gentiles shall  come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. And the. 

Lesson v 

T

HE wise men found the Babe in the Jews' home, whom the Jews denied in their own home. In these lands the wise men as pilgrims from afar worshipped Christ as a child not yet uttering a word, and here the citizens of the Jews crucified him as a young man doing miracles.The one in small limbs adored God, the other in great deeds spared not even man: as if it were greater to see a new star shining at his birth, than the sun mourning at his death. 

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense, and they shall shew forth the praises of. the Lord. * Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

(. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents, the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. Alleluia. 

Lesson vj

B

UT now that the same star, which led the wise men to the place where the infant God was with his Virgin Mother, and certainly could have led them to the town itself; it departed, and did not appear to them from then on, until the Jews themselves had been asked in what city Christ should be born, and had themselves named it according to the testimony of divine scripture, and said themselves: In Bethlehem of Judah. For this it is written: And thou Bethlehem in the land of Judah, art not the least among the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. What else did this divine providence signify, but that the divine writings would remain with the Jews alone, and by them the Gentiles be instructed, but they blinded?  

( There came  wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born? For we have seen his star, * And are come to worship the Lord. 

(. We have seen his star in the east. And are. Glory be. And are. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew. 

Lesson vij                                                                                            Ch. 2. 1-12 

458

N

OW when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judrea in the days of Herod the 

king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? And the rest.

Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                     Homily 10 on the Gospels 

T

HE wise men brought gold, frankincense and myrrh. Gold befits the King, frankincense is offered in sacrifice to God, while with myrrh the bodies of the dead are embalmed. Thus it was that by offering these mystic gifts the wise men confessed him whom they worshipped: gold for the King, frankincense for God, myrrh for death. Yet there are some heretics who, while believing him to be God, will in no wise believe in his universal kingdom. These men offer him frankincense but will not give him gold. And there are some who esteem him as King but deny that he is God. These do offer him gold, but will not give him frankincense. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was: * And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

( And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him. And when they. 

Lesson viij 

A

ND some there are who confess him as God and King but deny that he took mortal flesh. These truly offer him gold and frankincense, but will not give him myrrh for the flesh he took. But as for us, at the birth of the Lord let us offer gold, as confessing his universal kingdom: let us offer frankincense, as believing that he who appeared in time existed as God before time was: let us offer myrrh, as believing that he who in his divinity is impassible suffered death in our flesh. 

( When the wise men saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy: * And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him: * and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.  And when. Glory be.  And. 

Lesson ix 

Y

ET we may read another meaning in gold, frankincense and myrrh. That gold is symbolic of wisdom is testified by Solomon, where he says, There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise. By frankincense; which is burnt before God, the power of prayer is expressed, as the Psalmist testifies,
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saying, Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense. By myrrh the mortality of our flesh is signified. Thus Holy Church tells of her warriors striving for God even unto death, My hands dropped with myrrh. 

Te Deum Laudamus. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.
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     Three are the gifts * which the wise men presented un-to the Lord: gold, frank- 

[image: image35.png]e
[ ]

T L E—— S
L, .
=




      incense, and myrrh, to the Son of God, to the mighty King, alle -  lu- ia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.
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     Light of light,* thou, O Christ, hast appeared, unto whom the wise men present 
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    their gifts, al-le-lu-ia, alle-lu -    ia,   al- le-lu-ia. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

The fourth day  

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

 From the Epistle to the Romans. 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 13 

L

ET every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afarid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: for he is the minister of God to thee for good. 

( Three are the precious gifts which the wise men presented unto the Lord on this 
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day, and they contain divine mysteries: * Gold shows the might of a King, frankincense a great High Priest, and myrrh the Lord's burial.

( The wise men worshipped the Author of our salvation in the manger, and out of their treasures presented unto him gifts of mystic meaning. Gold shows.

Lesson ij

B

UT if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God,a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. For for this cause pay ye tribute also; for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom, fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. 

( The Holy Ghost was seen like a dove, the Father's voice was heard: * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

( The heavens were opened unto him, and the voice of  the Father declared:  This is my. 

Lesson iij 
O

WE no man anything, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet,and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents: * The kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts to the Lord God.

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense.  The kings.  

Glory be. The Kings.
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon of Pope Saint Leo 

Lesson iv                                                                               Sermon 1 on Epiphany 

H

AVING celebrated recently the day on which spotless Virginity brought forth a Saviour for the human race, dearly beloved, the venerable festivity of the Epiphany brings further joy, lest the vigour of exultation and the fervour of faith should slacken between the solemnities, near in time, and related in mystery. For it concerns the salvation of all men, that the infancy of the Mediator of God and men was shown already to -the whole world, although he was still confined to a small town.
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( Arise, shine, O Jerusalem, for thy light is come * And the glory of the Lord  is risen upon thee.

( And the Gentiles shall  come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. And the. 

Lesson v

F

OR although he had chosen the race of Israel, and the one family of that very race, from which he assumed the nature of all humanity, yet he did not want to hide his first beginning within the small maternal dwelling: but wanted soon to be recognised by all, as he vouchsafed to be born for a11. So to three wise men in the region of the East a star of new brightness appeared, which being brighter and more beautiful than the other stars would easily turn the eyes and minds of those who beheld it: so that it would be noticed immediately that it was not for nothing that so unusual a thing appeared.

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense, and they shall shew forth the praises of. the Lord. * Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

(. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents, the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. Alleluia. 

Lesson vj 

S

O he who put forth the sign gave understanding to those who looked at it, and what he made them understand, he made them seek; and being sought, offered himself to be found. The three men followed the leading of the heavenly light, following with intent contemplation the gleaming sign going before them, and were led by the splendour of grace to the confession of truth: and with human reason they thought that the birth of a King that had  been signified to them ought to be sought in a royal city. But he who had taken upon him the form of a servant, and had come not to judge, but to be judged, chose Bethlehem for his Nativity, and Jerusalem for his Passion.

( There came  wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born? For we have seen his star, * And are come to worship the Lord. 

(. We have seen his star in the east. And are. Glory be. And are. 

THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson vij                                                                                               Ch. 2. 1-12 

N

OW when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Juda in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wile men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? And the rest.
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Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                   Homily 10 on the Gospels 

T

HE wise men have much to teach us, in that they departed into their own country another way. As the result of a warning they did something that shows us how we, in our turn, should act. Our own country is paradise: once we have known Jesus we are forbidden to return to it by the same way that we came. For we left it by way of our pride, of our disobedience, by following after the concupiscence of the eyes, by tasting of forbidden fruit: but we must return thither by tears of repentance, by obedience, by contempt of all things earthly, by restraining fleshly appetites. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was: * And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

( And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him. And when they. 

Lesson viij
T

HEN let us depart into our own country another way. We left the joys of paradise for the paths of pleasure: we are recalled by the way of weeping. In fear and trembiing we must ever hold before the eyes of our heart, on the one side our guilty deeds, on the other the dread of the last judgment. Let us consider that the dread Judge will surely come, and that though he threatens judgment he is yet waiting: though he inspires us with fear on account of our sins yet does he stay his hand: and he refrains from hastening his advent for this reason: that when he does come he may find less to condemn. 

( When the wise men saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy: * And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him: * and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.  And when. Glory be.  And. 

Lesson ix 
L

ET us make amends for our sins with weeping, and in the words of the Psalmist, Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving. Let no false pleasures deceive us, no vain delights seduce us. For the Judge is nigh at hand, even he who said, Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep. And Solomon too declared, Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that mirth is heaviness; and again, I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it? and. again, It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to 
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hear the song of fools.  Te Deum Laudamus. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.
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    We have seen his star * in the east, and are come with gifts to worship the Lord. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.
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      Herod inquired * of the wise men, What sign have ye seen, concerning him
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   that is born King?  We have seen a star shining, the brightness whereof enlight-
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     -ens the world. 

__________________________________________________________________

The fifth day

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Epistle to the Romans

Lesson j                                                                                                         Ch. 14.

H

IM that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to deceitful disputations. For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up; for God is able to make him stand.

( Three are the precious gifts which the wise men presented unto the Lord on this

day, and they contain divine mysteries: * Gold shows the might of a King, frankincense a great High Priest, and myrrh the Lord's burial.

( The wise men worshipped the Author of our salvation in the manger, and out of their treasures presented unto him gifts of mystic meaning. Gold shows.
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 Lesson ij

O

NE man esteemeth one day above another; another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eatetb not. and giveth God thanks.  For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 

( The Holy Ghost was seen like a dove, the Father's voice was heard: * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

( The heavens were opened unto him, and the voice of  the Father declared:  This is my. 

Lesson iij

F

OR to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be the Lord both of the dead and of the living. But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. Let us therefore not judge one another any more.

. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents: * The kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts to the Lord God.

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense.  The kings.  

Glory be. The Kings.
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S.Maximus, Bishop 

Lesson iv                                                                            Homily l on Epiphany 

O

N this celebration, dearly beloved, as we are instructed by what is told in the tradition of the fathers,  we have to rejoice in a manifold festivity. For it is said that today, either Christ our Lord was worshipped by Gentiles led by a star; or that he was invited to a wedding and turned the waters into wine; or that he received baptism from John and consecrated the waters of Jordan, and at the same time instituted his own pure Baptism.

( Arise, shine, O Jerusalem, for thy light is come * And the glory of the Lord  is risen upon thee.

( And the Gentiles shall  come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. And the. 
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Lesson v

B

UT what was the most important thing done this present day, he knows that did it: we however are to believe, and not doubt, that whichever it was, it was done for us. For since the Chaldeans, drawn by the rays of a brightly shining star, worshipped him, the hope was given to the Gentiles of worshipping the true God. Since waters were changed in a new way into wine, the mystery of the new Chalice was prepared for us. And since the Lamb of God was baptised, the saving gift of regenerating baptism was dedicated for us. 

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense, and they shall shew forth the praises of. the Lord. * Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

(. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents, the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. Alleluia. 

Lesson vj

A

ND so we ought, brethren, in honour of our Saviour, whose Nativity we have duly gone through recently with. exultation, to celebrate also with all devotion this birthday of his powers. And how rightly are these three mysteries preached to us as done on one day, since we confess the mystery of the ineffable Trinity under the one name of God. So through these miracles Christ our Lord and Redeemer willed to reveal himself to mortal eyes, insofar as his invisib1e divinity, which lay. hidden in his humanity; was unveiled in his works.

( There came  wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born? For we have seen his star, * And are come to worship the Lord. 

(. We have seen his star in the east. And are. Glory be. And are. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew

Lesson vij                                                                                      Ch. 2, 1-12

N

OW when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa, in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? And the rest.

Homily by S. Jerome, Priest                               Bk. 1 Comm. on Matthew Ch. 2 
F

OR we have seen his star in the east. The star rose in the east, so that the birth of Christ could be revealed to the Gentiles, to the confusion of the Jews; they knew that he would come, because they had the prophecy of Balaam, whose 

successors they were: see the Book of Numbers. The wise men were led to Judæa by the sign of the star for this reason: that the priests, being asked by the wise men 
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where Christ was born, might be inexcusable in their ignorance of his coming. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was: * And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

( And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him. And when they. 

Lesson viij

A

ND they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa. This is a mistake of the copyists. In my opinion the Hebrew version accords with what the Evangelist originally said, namely, Judah, and not Judæa. Is there a Bethlehem in any other nation, that would account for this description? for Judæa being specially men- tioned here? But Judah is named, because there is another Bethlehem in Galilee: see the Book of Joshua. Finally, the passage quoted from Micah the Prophet does itself prove this, as it says, Thou Bethlehem, of Judah. 

( When the wise men saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy: * And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him: * and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.  And when. Glory be.  And.

Lesson ix 

A

 ND when they had opened their treasures, they pre- sented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. Juvencus the Priest has aptly expressed the mystic meaning of these gifts, in one verse : Frankincense, gold, and myrrh they bring, As gifts to God, and Man, and King. And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way. Because they had presented gifts to God, the warning  they received came, not from  an Angel, but from God himself, an even greater privilege than that of Joseph. They returned into their own country another way, and were thus kept free from contact with the unbelieving Jews.  Te Deum Laudamus 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.
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   Many  nations * shall come from afar, bearing their gifts, al- le -lu- ia.

467

On Magnificat, Antiphon.
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    All they from Sheba * shall come: they shall bring gold and incense, al-le-lu-ia, 
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      al-le-lu-ia. 

__________________________________________________________________

the sixth day

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Epistle to the Romans

Lesson j                                                                                                          Ch. 15

W

E then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification. For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell upon me. For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

( Three are the precious gifts which the wise men presented unto the Lord on this

day, and they contain divine mysteries: * Gold shows the might of a King, frankincense a great High Priest, and myrrh the Lord's burial.

( The wise men worshipped the Author of our salvation in the manger, and out of their treasures presented unto him gifts of mystic meaning. Gold shows.

Lesson ij

N

OW the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another accoording to Christ Jesus: that ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God. Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of Gid, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: and that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee  among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people. And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people.

( The Holy Ghost was seen like a dove, the Father's voice was heard: * This is 
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my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

( The heavens were opened unto him, and the voice of  the Father declared:  This is my. 

Lesson iij
A

ND again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, in him shall the Gentiles trust. Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full og goodness, filled with knowledge, able also to admonish one another. Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, that I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents: * The kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts to the Lord God.

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense.  The kings.  

Glory be. The Kings.
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by Saint Fulgentius, Bishop. 

Lesson iv                                                          From Sermon.5, on the Epiphany.

G

OD himself, who commanded the firstfruits to be offered to him in the old Testament, being born as man, dedicated the firstfruits of the Gentiles to his worship.The shepherds were the firstfruits of the Jews:the wise men became the firstfruits of the Gentiles. The former were led from nearby, the latter from afar. Where is he, they say, that is born King of the Jews. Sons had already been born to Herod, king of the Jews. Archelaus was born in the palace, Christ in a stable .Archelaus, being born, was placed in a silver cradle; Christ however being born was straightway put in a manger; and yet he who was born in a palace was ignored, he who was born in a stable was sought: the former is not even mentioned by the wise men, the latter, when found, is humb1y worshipped. 

( Arise, shine, O Jerusalem, for thy light is come * And the glory of the Lord  is risen upon thee.

( And the Gentiles shall  come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. And the. 

Lesson v 
469
W

HO is this King of the Jews? Poor and yet rich, humble and yet sublime. Who is this King of the Jews, who is carried as an infant, worshipped as God? little in the manger, immense in heaven; low1y in swathing bands, precious among the stars. What is it, Herod, that thou art so troubled? This King who is born cometh not to conquer kings by fighting, but wonderfully to subdue them by dying. Therefore he was born, not in order to succeed thee, but that the world may 

faithfully believe in him. He cometh therefore, not to fight, being alive, but to triumph, being killed. 

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense, and they shall shew forth the praises of. the Lord. * Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

(. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents, the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. Alleluia. 

Lesson vj

T

HIS Child, who is now called by the wise men. King of the Jews, the same is Creator and Lord of the Angels. Wherefore, thou that fearest his infancy when he is born, shouldest rather fear his omnipotence when he judgeth. Fear him, not as successor of thy kingdom, but as the most just condemnor of thine infidelity. Go, he saith, and bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. O false cunning, o wicked unbelief, o fraudulent iniquity! The blood of the innocents which thou hast cruelly shed, beareth witness what thou dost want with this Child. 

( There came  wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born? For we have seen his star, * And are come to worship the Lord. 

(. We have seen his star in the east. And are. Glory be. And are. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson vij.                                                                                             Ch. 2. 1-12 
N

OW when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? And the rest.

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                               Bk. 1 on Luke  Ch. 2

W

HAT are these gifts of true faith? Gold for the King, frankincense for God, myrrh for his dying for us. One is the token of a king, another is used in holy worship of divine power, and the third betokens veneration in burial of the dead, as it preserves the body from corruption. As we read and hear of these gifts, brethren, let us present similar gifts from our treasures. For we have treasure in earthen vessels. You confess that what you are in yourselves is not of your own
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 creation, but is Christ's: how much more should you confess that all you possess is his! 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was: * And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.

( And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him. And when they. 

Lesson viij

T

HE wise men present gifts out of their treasures. Would you know how they are rewarded? The star appears to them, but it is not seen where Herod is. Then it is seen again where Christ is, and shows them the way. Therefore this star is the way, and the way is Christ: for in the mystery of the Incarnation, Christ is a star, There shall come a star out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel. Finally, where Christ is, there is the star. He himself is the bright and morning star. Therefore by his own light he reveals himself. 

( When the wise men saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy: * And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him: * and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.  And when. Glory be.  And.

Lesson ix 

T

HERE is further evidence. The wise men came by one way and returned by another. They had seen Christ, they had known him, and therefore they returned better men than they had come. There are indeed two ways: one leads to destruction and the other to the kingdom. One that leads to Herod, is the way of sinners: the other that returns to our fatherland, is Christ. Here in this life we dwell in exile, as it is written, My soul hath long dwelt as an exile.  Te Deum Laudamus.
On Benedictus, Antiphon.  
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  They that despised thee * shall  come unto thee, and shall bow themselves down 
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at the soles of thy feet. 
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On Magnificat, Antiphon.
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   The wise men, being warned * in dreams by an Angel, departed into their own 
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        country another way. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

within the Octave of the Epiphany.

At Vespers

Chapter                                                                                                   Rom. 12

I

 BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
Hymn. E.H.38 Hostis Herodes impie, as above in the Epiphany:

( The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents.

( The kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                          Tone ij
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The Child Jesus * tarried behind in Jerusalem;:and Joseph and his mother knew 
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      not of it, supposing him to have been in the company;  and they sought him 
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       among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 

COLLECT

472

O

 LORD.we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people which call upon thee: and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of the Octave of the Ephany,  with the Antiphon which occurs aocording to the order of days within the Octave. 

( All they from Sheba shall come, alleluia. 

( They shall bring gold and incense, alleluia. 

Unless the Antiphon All they from Sheba shall. come is said, for then is said: 

( Wonhip him, alleluia. ( Al1 ye gods, alleluia. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD,who on this day by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles: mercifully grant that we, who know thee now by faith, may be brought even to the contemplation ef the beauty of thy majesty. Through the same. 

The Sunday within the Octave of the Epiphany

The whole Office is said of the Epiphany, except the Lessons, Chapter, Antiphons on Benedictus and Magnificat, and Gollect. 

In the first Nocturn is placed the first Epistle to the Corinthians, which is given below after the Octave,and lessons are from it on the succeeding days. But the Lessons which sometimes are left over from the Epistle to the Romans are omitted that year. 

When the Epiphany comes on a Sunday, the Office of the Sunday is said on the following Saturday,  and on Friday Vespers are of the Sunday from the Chapter, with commemoration of the Octave. In the first Nbcturn the Lessons are read from the Epistle to the Romans, as below: and the Epistle to the Coodnthians is then placed on the Sunday itself, in the Office of the Octave. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Epistle to the Romans.

Lesson j                                                                                                          Ch. 16

I

 COMMEND unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the Church which is at Cenchræ: that ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you;  for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also. Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: who have  for my  life laid  down their  own  necks: unto  whom  not
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only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet the church that is in their house.

( To-day when the Lord was baptized in Jordan, the heavens were opened, and lo, the Spirit like a dove  descending and lighting upon him, and the voice of the Father saying: * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

( The Holy Ghost descended In a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice

came from heaven saying , This is my.

Lesson ij 

N

OW I beseech you. brethren.,  mark them whlch cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them, For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of' the simple. For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil.  

( The Holy Ghost was seen like a dove, the Father's voice was heard: * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

( The heavens were opened unto him, and the voice of  the Father declared:  This is my. 

Lesson iij 

T

IMOTHEUS my workfellow; and Lucius, and Jason and Sosipater my kinsmen salute you. I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord.  

Gaius mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth you. Erastus the chamberlain of the city saluteth you,  and Quartus a brother. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents: * The kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts to the Lord God.

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense.  The kings.  

Glory be. The Kings
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. Leo the Great                                  Sermon 34; 4 on the Epiphany

Lesson iv 
I

T is meet and right, dearly beloved, and our godly service, that we should 

rejoice with all our hearts on those days that proclaim the working of divine mercy, and that we should celebrate with due solemnity those things that have been done for our salvation. The seasons of the year, in their continual recurrence, 
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summon us to this devotion, and now. after only a short interval since the co- eternal Son of God the Father was born of the Virgin, there comes this festival of the Epiphany. consecrated by the manifestation of the Lord. 

( Arise, shine, O Jerusalem, for thy light is come * And the glory of the Lord  is risen upon thee.

( And the Gentiles shall  come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. And the.

Lesson v 

D

IVINE providence has established a great bulwark for our faith in this festival: for while we recall in solemn veneration how the infant Saviour was worshipped from his very birth, it is proved from the Scriptures that Christ was born with the very nature of Man. This it is that justifies the wicked, this it is that makes sinners into saints: if it is believed that in the same our Lord Jesus Christ there is both very God and very Man: God, in that he is equal to God the Father before all ages; Man, in that in the last days he is united to man in the form of a servant. 

( All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense, and they shall shew forth the praises of. the Lord. * Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

(. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents, the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. Alleluia. 

Lesson vj

F

OR the strengthening of this faith which was made firm against all errors, the great love of the divine counsel brought it to pass that the people dwelling in the far regions of the East, who excelled in observation of the stars, should receive the sign of the birth of the child who was to reign over Israel. For a new star of surpassing brightness appeared to the Magi: and by its brilliancy it filled the minds of those be- holding it with such wonder, that they believed that they must in no wise disregard \what was proclaimed with such evidence. 

( There came  wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born? For we have seen his star, * And are come to worship the Lord. 

(. We have seen his star in the east. And are. Glory be. And are. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson vij                                                                                                          Ch. 2 
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N

OW his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. 

And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem, after the custom of the feast. And the rest.

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                               Bk. 2 on Luke 2 

W

HEN he was twelve years old, as we read, the Lord's discourses began. This was to be the number of the Apostles who would preach the faith. Not without reason was he found in the temple after three days; he who, forgetful of his parents according to the flesh, was at the same time, as man according to the flesh, filled with the wisdom and grace of God. It was to be a sign that after the three days of his triumphant Passion, he who was believed to be dead would show himself to our faith as risen, enthroned in heaven with divine majesty. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was: * And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.

( And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him. And when they. 

Lesson viij

H

OW is it that ye sought me? There are two generations in Christ: one paternal, the other maternal. That from his Father is more exalted; but in his maternal one he descends to our servitude and necessities. And therefore whatever happens that transcends nature, transcends age, transcends experience, must not be attributed to human ability, but must be referred to divine power. On another occasion his Mother urged him to his ministry, but here his Mother is rebuked, because she is making human demands. But while he is here described as twelve years old, there he is said to have had disciples. Observe that his Mother who marvelled at the miracles of his youth, had learned to call on his mightier nature for his ministry. 

( When the wise men saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy: * And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worshipped him: * and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

( The star which the wise men saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.  And when. Glory be.  And.

Lesson ix

A

ND he came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them. For how could he be the teacher of virtue, did he not fulfil the duty of piety? And why should we marvel that he who was about his Father's business was subject to his Mother'? For this is the subjection of piety, not of infirmity. Nevertheless, the serpent yet 
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comes out of its cruel lair, and spits forth poison from its breast. The heretic affirms that since the Son says that he has been sent, then the Father is greater: he calls the Son imperfect, since there is a greater: he asserts that he who is sent has need of help, Surely he needed no human help to submit to his Mother's command? 

Te Deum Laudamus . 

At Lauds, and through the Hours, Antiphons as on the Epiphany. 

Chapter                                                                                                          Rom. 12 

I

 BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

Hymn O sola magnarum urbium, or E.H:.40, as above on the Epiphany. 

( Worship him, alleluia. ( All ye gods, alleluia. 

On Benedictus, Antipon as above at Vespers, p. 472. The Child Jesus * tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it, supposing him to have been in the company; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 

COLLECT

O

 LORD, we beseech thee mercirully to receive the prayers of thy people which call upon thee: and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same. Through. 

 Then commemoration is made of the Epiphany, as above,  p. 449.

Antiphon. 

Today the Church is joined to her heavenly Bridegroom; because in Jordan Christ hath washed away her offences:  the wise men with their offerings hasten to the rqyal marriage, and the guests are regaled with water made wine, alleluia.

( All they from Sheba shall come, alleluia. 

( They shall bring gold and incense, alleluia. 

This ( All they from Sheba is said also at Vespers in commemoration of the Epiphany. 

COLLECT

O

GOD, who on this day by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles: mercifully grant thet we,  who know thee now by faith, may be brought even to the contemplation of the beauty of thy majesty. Through the same.

At Terce, Antiphon Thy light is come, p.446.. 

Chapter I beseech you, as above at Lauds. 
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Short ( , as above, p. 450.  

The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents, * Alleluia, alleluia. The kings. 

( The kings of Arabia and Saba shall. bring gifts. Alleluia, alleluia. Glory be. The kings of Tharsis. 

( All they from Sheba shall come. Al1eluia. 

(They shall bring gold and incense. Alleluia. 

At Sext, Antiphon  When they had opened their treasures, p. 447 

Chapter                                                                                                   Romans 12 

F

OR I say, through the grace given unto me,  to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly. 

Short (., as above, p.450.

All they from Sheba shall come. * Alleluia, alleluia. All they.

(They shall bring gold and incense. Alleluia, alleluia. Glory be. All they. 

( O worship the Lord. Alleluia. ( In the beauty of holiness. Alleluia. 

At None, Antiphon Like a flame of fire, p. 447. 

Chapter                                                                                                  Romans 12 

F

OR as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office; so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 

Short ( , as above,  p.450
O worship the Lord.* Alleluia, alleluia. O worship. 

( In the beauty of holiness. Alleluia, alleluia.Glory be. O worship.

( O worship him.Alleluia. ( All ye gods. Alleluia. 

At Vespers, Antiphon Before the morning star with the rest from Lauds, p. 446-7. Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113, 114-115, from Sunday. 

Chapter I beseech you, as above at Lauds, p. 477. 

Hymn E.H.38 Hostis Herodes impie, ( The kings of Tharsis, p. 439.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                      Tone viij, 1.
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         Son,* why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought 
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   thee sorrowing. How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my 
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     Father's business? 

Collect O Lord, we beseech thee, as above at Lauds, p.  477.

And commemoration is made of the Epiphany.Antiphon as above, p. 451. 

Now do we celebrate a holy day adorned by three miracles: today a star led the wise men to the manger; today water was made wine at the wedding feast; today Christ vouchsafed to be baptized of John in Jordan that he might save us, alleluia. 

( All they from Sheba shall come. Alleluia. 

( They shall bring gold and incense. Alleluia. 

Collect O God, who on this day, as above, p.  477.

If the Octave of the Epiphany comes on a Sunday, nothing is said of the Sunday on the Octave day itself, but in first Vespers of the Octave day only commemoration is made for second Vespers of the Sunday within the Octave, whose Office is celebrated on that day. Antiphon Son, why hast thou. ( AII they from Sheba, which Verse is said also when the Octave day comes on Monday, for commemoration of the Sunday in first Vespers of the Octave day. 

__________________________________________________________________

On the Octave Day of the Epiphany

Double.

In first Vespers all is said as in first Vespers of the Epiphany, above, except the Collect, which is said as follows. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, whose only-begotten Son hath been made manifest in substance of our flesh: grant, we beseech thee; that, as we have known him after the fashion of our outward likeness, so through him we may be made worthy inwardly to be renewed: Who liveth. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory, Hymn, and Psalms as through the Octave: the rest is said as on the day of the Epiphany, except the Lessons. 
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In the first Nocturn are read the Lessons from the first Epistle to the Corinthians which occur according to the Rubrics above. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. Gregory Nazianzen                                             On the Holy Light

Lesson iv

I

 CANNOT contain myself for joy: I am elated and buoyed up. Heedless of my own weakness I strive to take up the office, or rather the service, of the great John, and though I am not a forerunner, I do come from the desert. Christ is enlightened, or rather, by his brightness he enlightens us: Christ is baptized; let us go down into the waters with him, that we may also come up with him. 

Lesson v 

J

OHN is baptizing, and Jesus comes to him, to sanctify the Baptist, and to do more than that, to drown the old Adam in the waters, and above all, to hallow the waters of Jordan: he who is Spirit and Flesh gives to all who are ever to be baptized the sanctification of water and of the Spirit. The Baptist will not receive him, but Jesus strives with him. I, says John, have need to be baptized of thee. The candle speaks to the Sun, the voice talks to the Word. 

Lesson vj 
J

ESUS came up out of the water, bringing up with him the sunken world, and he saw the heavens, not divided, but opened; after he himself had closed them long ago against Adam and ourselves, when paradise was shut and guarded by a fiery sword. And the Holy Spirit testifies of him who is of one Substance with himself. From heaven the witness comes; it comes from him unto whom it bears witness. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John

 Lesson vij                                                                                                       Ch. 1 
J

OHN seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which 

taketh away the sin of the world. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                                 Homily 6 on John 

B

EFORE the Lord came to be baptized by John in Jordan, John knew him, as is plain from those words in which he says, Comest thou to me to be baptized? I have need to be baptized of thee. Yea, but he knew him to be the Lord, knew him to be the Son of God. How do we prove that he knew already that it was he who should baptize with the Holy Ghost? Before he came to the river, when many were running together to John to be baptized he saith unto them, I indeed 
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baptize you with water; but he who cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose; he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: already he knew this also. 

Lesson viij 

W

HAT then did he learn by the dove, so that (which God forbid we should think) he may not afterwards be found a liar; what but this, that there was to be this peculiarity in Christ, that although many ministers, whether righteous or unrighteous, should baptize, yet the sanctity of baptism would be ascribed to him only on whom the dove descended, and of whom it was said, This is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost? Peter may baptize, still this is HE which baptizeth; Paul may baptize, still this is HE which baptizeth; Judas may baptize, still this is  HE which baptizeth. For if the sanctity of baptism depend upon the various degrees of merit of the persons who baptize, then because the merits are diverse, the baptisms will be diverse also; and the better the minister is supposed to be, so much the better will the thing received be accounted. 

Lesson ix. 

E

VEN the Saints themselves, (understand, brethren), the good men who belong to the dove, who have part and lot in the city of Jerusalem, even the good themselves in the Church, of whom the Apostle saith, The Lord knoweth them that are his, are variously endued with grace: they are not all alike in merit: some are holier than others, some are better than others. Why then, if one man, for example, be baptized by this righteous saint, another by another of inferior merit with God, of an inferior grade, of inferior continence, of inferior life, why, notwithstanding, is that which they have received one, and the like, and equal, unless because. This is he which baptizeth? 

Te Deum Laudamus. 

At Lauds, and through the Hours, and at Vespers all is said as on the day of the Epiphany, except the Collect, which is O God, whose only-begotten, as above. If the Octave of the Epiphany comes on a Saturday, in second Vespers commemoration is made of the second Sunday after Epiphany. But when Septuagesima. comes on the first Sunday after the Octave of the Epiphany, then on the first Saturday after the Octave not impeded by a Feast of nine Lessons, or else on the first day after the Octave, the Office is of the Feria, in which are put the Responsories of the first Nocturn of the second Sunday after Epiphany, and three Lessons are read from the Homily of the same Sunday,  with its Antiphon on Benedictus, and Collect. And a.Semidouble Feast occurring on it is transferred to the first day  not similarly impeded, unless it be ad libitum; for then it is omitted. 

__________________________________________________________________
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The First Sunday after the Epiphany which is within the Octave.

In the first Nocturn is read the first Epistle to the Corinthians, according to the Rubric above, on the Sunday. 

The Beginning of S. Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians 

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 1., 1-13 

P

AUL, called to be an Apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,  with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both their's and our's: grace be unto you, and peace, from God  our Father, and from the Lord  Jesus Christ. 

Lesson ij

I
 THANK my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given 

you by Jesus Christ. That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge; even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: so that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shaD Ialso confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Lesson iij

N

OW I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of  Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 

In the second and third Nocturns are read the Lessons of the Sunday within the Octave, above.

But if the Octave Day comes on a Sunday, they are said of the Octave Day, above.
__________________________________________________________________

Monday

after the first Sunday after the Epiphany

From the First Epistle to the Corinthians 
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Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 2. 1-13 

A

ND I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

Lesson ij

H

OWBEIT we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: but we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world imto our glory: which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

Lesson iij 

B

UT God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of  a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are  freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the First Epistle to the Corinthians

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 5, 1-11 

I

T is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he  that hath done this deed might be taken away from  among you. For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as I though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

483

Lesson ij 

Y

OUR glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness: but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

Lesson iij 

I

 WROTE unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world. But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the First Epistle to the Corinthians 

Lesson j                                                                                                Ch. 6., 1.18 

D

ARE any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints? Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?  if then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church. I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren? But brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers. 

Lesson ij

N

OW therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren. Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?7 Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

Lesson iij 

484

A

 LL things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power. Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh. But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. Flee fornication. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the First Epistle to the Corinthians 

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 7, 1-14 

N

OW concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband. Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband. The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife. 

Lesson ij 

D

EFRAUD ye not one the other, except it be with consent, for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for you.r incontinency. But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment.  For I would that all men were even as 1 myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner and another after that. 1 say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I. But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn. 

Lesson iij 

A

 ND unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife 

depart from her husband: but and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away  his wife. But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. 

__________________________________________________________________
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Friday

From the First Epistle to the Corinthians 

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 13, 1-13. 

T

HOUGH I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 

Lesson ij

C

HARITY suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked. thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

Lesson iij
W

HEN I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am  known. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three, 

but the greatest of these is charity. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the First Epistle to the Corinthians 

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 16, 1-14
N

OW concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let everyone of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve  by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem. And if it be meet that I go also, they shall go with me. 

Lesson ij 

N

OW I will come unto you, when I shall pass through Macedonia: for I do pass through Macedonia. And it may be that I will abide, yea, and winter
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with you, that ye  may bring me on my journey whithersoever I go. For I will not 

see you now by the way; but I trust to tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit. But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost. For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries. 

Lesson iij 

N

OW if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear: for he worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do. Let no man therefore despise him: but conduct him forth in peace, that he may come  unto me: for I look for him 

with the brethren. As touching our brother Apollos, I greatly desired him to come 

unto you with the brethren: but his will was not at all to come at this time; but he will come when he shall have convenient time. Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit ye like men, be strong. Let all your things be done with charity.

__________________________________________________________________

The first Saturday after the Octave of the Epiphany

At Vespers, all, except the Collect, as in the Psalter. Which also is observed on other Saturdays until Septuagesima. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God,who dost givern all things in heaven and earth: mercifully hear the supplications of thy people; and grant us thy peace all the days of our life.Through. 

Then are made the commemorations likewise placed in the Psalter. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany

All as in the Psalter except those things which are here, as proper. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
The Beginning of S. Paul's Second Epistle to the Corinthians 

Lesson j                                                                                                     Ch. 1, 1-14
P

AUL, an apostle of Jesus  Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia: Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, : and the God of all comfort; who: comforteth us in all our tribulation, 
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that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 

( O Lord,  rebuke me not in thine indignation, neither chasten me in thy displeasure. * Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak. 

( Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and an horrible dread hath over- whelmed me. Have. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation. 

( O God,  thou hast sat down on the throne judging righteously, be thou a defence for the oppressed, a refuge in due time of trouble. * For thou alone beholdest ungodliness and wrong. 

(The poor committeth himself unto thee; for thou art the helper of the friendless.  For thou. 

Lesson iij

F

OR we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: but we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: who delivered us from so great a death and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us. ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf.

( The Lord is on my right hand, I shall never be moved. * Wherefore my heart is gIad and my glory rejoiceth. 

(The Lord himself is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup. Wherefore. 

Glory be Wherefore.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. John Chrysostom                                    Preface to S. Paul's Epistles 

Lesson iv 

488

A

S I keep hearing the epistles of blessed Paul read, and that twice every week, and often three or four times, whenever we are celebrating the memorials of the holy martyrs, gladly do I enjoy the spiritual trumpet, and get roused and warmed  with desire at recognising the voice so dear to me, and seem to fancy him all but present to my sight, and behold him conversing with me. But I grieve and am pained, that all people do not know this man, as much as they ought to know him; but some are so far ignorant of him as not even to know for certain the number of his Epistles. And this comes not of incapacity, but of their not having the wish to be continually conversing with this blessed man. 

( O Lord,  thou hast shewn me the .path of life, * In thy presence  is the fulness of joy, and at thy right hand there is pleasure for evermore. 

(Thou shalt maintain my lot. In thy. 

Lesson v

F

OR it is not through any natural readiness and sharpness of wit that even I am acquainted with as much as I do know. if I do know anything, but owing to a continual cleaving to the man, an earnest affection towards him. For, what belongs to men beloved, they who love them know above all others; because they are interested in them. And this also this blessed Apostle shews, in what he said to the Philippians; Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, I because I have you in my  heart, both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the Gospel. 

( I will love thee; O Lord my strength: the Lord is my stony rock. * And my 

defence. 

( My Saviour, my God, and my Might. And my: 

Lesson vj 

A

ND so ye also, if ye be willing to apply to the re.ading of him with a ready mInd, will need no other aid. For the word of Christ is true which saith, Seek, and ye shall find, knock, and it shall be opened unto you. But since the more part of those who here gather themselves to us, have taken upon themselves the bringing up of children, and the care of a wife, and the charge of a family, and for this cause cannot afford to give themselves wholly to this labour, be ye at all events roused to receiving those things which have been brought together by others, and bestow as much attention to the hearing of what is said as ye give to the gathering together of goods. For although it is unseemly to demand only so much of you, yet still one I must be content if ye give as much. 

( The earth is the Lord's and all that therein is: * The compass of the world, and they that dwell therein. 

489

( For he hath founded it upon the seas, and prepared it upon the floods. The. Glory be. The. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

 The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John 

Lesson vij                                                                                                       Ch. 2 
T

HERE was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: 

and both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                                Homily 9 on John

T

HE Lord, in coming to the marriage to which he had been invited, even setting aside the mystical signification, wished to assure us that he was the Author of marriage. For there were to be those, of  whom the Apostle spoke, forbidding to marry, saying that marriage was wrong, and that it had the devil for its author: although the same Lord saith in the Gospel, on being asked whether it is lawful for a man to put away his wife for any cause, that it is not lawful save only for the cause of fornication. In which answer, if you  remember, he saith, What God hath joined together, let no man put asunder. 

( Unto thee, O Lord, will I lift up my soul. * My God, I have put my trust in thee, O let me not be confounded. 

( O keep my soul and deliver me. My God. 

Lesson viij

A

ND they who are well instructed in the Catholic faith know that God was the Author of marriage, and that as the union of man and wife is from him, so divorce is from the devil. But in the case of fornication, it is lawful for a man to put away his wife because the woman herself first chose to be wife no longer, while she kept not her conjugal fidelity to her husband. Indeed, even those women, who vow virginity to God, although they hold a loftier place of honour and sanctity in the Church, are not without marriage; for they too, together with the whole Church,  are concerned in a marriage, a marriage in which Christ is the Bridegroom. 

( One Seraph  cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 

hosts. * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost. and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be.  The whole. 

This is always said after Lesson viij from the Second  Sunday qfter the Epiphany until Septuagesima, and from the Third Sunday after Pentecost until Advent, on Snndays only. 
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Lesson ix

F

OR this cause, therefore, did the Lord come to the marriage to which he had been. invited, namely, for the confirming of conjugal chastity and setting forth the sacred import of marriage: for in that marriage also the bridegroom, to whom it was said Thou hast kept the good wine until now, shadowed forth the person of Christ. For the good wine, that is to say, his Gospel, Christ hath kept until now. 

Te Deum Laudamus.

At Lauds, all as in the Psalter. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.                                                                           Tone j, 1.
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        There  was a marriage * in Cana of Gal-      ilee, and Jesus was there  with 
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    Mary his Mother. Canticle Benedictus,  p.39. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven and earth; Mercifully hear the supplications of thy people, and grant us thy peace all the days of our life. Through. 

Then are made the commemorations as above in Vespers of Saturday in the Psalter. At the Hours, and Vespers, all as in the psalter for Sunday. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                          Tone j, 1.
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        And when they wanted wine,* Jesus bade them to fill the water-pots with 
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       water; and it    was turned into wine, al-le-lu-ia. Canticle Magnificat, p.
Collect Almighty, as above at Lauds. 

Then are made the commemorations as above in Vespers of Saturday, in the Psalter. 

After the Octave of the Epiphany until Lent, when the Office is of the Feria, it is said as in the Psalter, except for what is proper. And the Collect is said from the preceding Sunday. 
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Monday

From the Second Epistle to the Corinthians 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 3, 1-14

D

O we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you? ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men: forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.

 ( O how plentiful  is thy goodness, O Lord, * Which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee. 

(,. And that thou, O Lord, hast prepared for them that put their trust in thee, even 

before the sons of men.  Which thou.  

Lesson ij 

A

ND such trust have we through Christ to God- ward: not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away: how shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? 

( O God,  thou hast been my succour; * Leave me not. 

( Neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.  Leave. 

Lesson iij 

F

OR if the ministration of condemnation be glory, how much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious. Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: and not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: but their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 

( I will alway give thanks unto the Lord. * His praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

( My soul shall make her boast in the Lord, the humble shall hear thereof and be glad.  His praise. Glory be. His praise. 

The Responsories on this and the following Ferias are repeated on the Ferias of the following weeks, until Septuagesima. 
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Tuesday

From the Second Epistle to the Corinthians 

Lesson j                                                                                                          Ch. 5, 1

F

OR we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven: if so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 

( Hold not thy peace, O God, at my tears: O spare me a little, * For I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner. 

( O Lord, let it be thy pleasure to deliver me: make haste, O Lord, to help me,  For I. 

Lesson ij                                                                                                  Ch. 5, 6-15 

T

HEREFORE we are always confident, knowing that,  whilst we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord: (for we walk by faith, not by sight:) we are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may. receive the things done In his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

( The Lord t hath set my feet upon a rock and ordered my goings. * And he hath put a new song in my mouth. 

( He heard my calling: he brought me also out of an horrible pit. And he. 

Lesson iij 

K

NOWING therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences. For we commend not ourselves again  unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart. For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be sober, it is for your cause. For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.

( I said,  Lord, be merciful unto me. * Heal my soul, for I have sinned against 

thee.

( Deliver me from all mine iniquities, O Lord.  Heal my. Glory be. Heal my. 
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Wednesday

From the Second Epistle to the Corinthians 

Lesson j                                                                                                     Ch. 7, 1-10 
H

AVING therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. Receive us; we have wronged no man, we have corrupted no man, we have defrauded no man. I speak not this to condemn you: for I have said before, that ye are in our hearts to die and live with you. 

( Cut me not off  in the midst of my sins, * Nor keep thy wrath against me for my latter end.

( Enter not into judgment with thy servant, O Lord.  Nor keep. 

Lesson ij 

G

REA T is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation. For when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within were fears.  Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus; and not by his coming only, but hy the consolation wherewith he was comforted in you, when he told us your earnest desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced the more. 

( My heart  is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed. * I will sing and give praise to the Lord. 

( Awake up, my glory, awake lute and harp, I myself will awake right early. I will. 

Lesson iij 

F

OR though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent; for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season. Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

( Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing, for thou, O God, art my refuge, * And my merciful God. 

( I will be glad and rejoice in thee, yea, my songs will I make of thy Name, O thou most Highest. And my. Glory be. And my. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday
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From the Second Epistle to the Corinthians 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 10, 1-12 

N

OW I Paul myself be seech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: but I beseech you; that I may not be bold when I am present with that confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, which think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh. 

( O God,  in thee have I put my trust, let me never be put to confusion, but rid me, * And deliver me in thy righteousness. 

( Incline thine ear unto me, and save me. And deliver. 

Lesson ij 

(F

OR the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; and having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we Christ's. 

( O let my  mouth be filled with thy praise, that I may sing of thy glory and honour all the day long. Cast me not off in the time of age, * Forsake me not when my strength faileth. 

( My lips shall be fain when I sing unto thee.  Forsake. 

Lesson iij

F

OR though I should boast somewhat more of our authority, which the Lord hath given us for edification, and not for your destruction, I should not be ashamed. That I may not seem as if I would terrify you by letters. For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible. Let such an one think this, that, such as we are in word by letters when we are absent, such will we be also in deed when we are present. For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. 

( My lips  shall be fain I when I sing unto thee, * And so will my soul whom thou hast delivered. 

( My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long. And so. Glory be. And so
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Friday

From the Second Epistle to the Corinthians 

Lesson j                                                                                                Ch. 12, 1-11 

I

T is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and  revelations of the Lord. I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) how that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 

( I will thank thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and I will praise thy Name for evermore. * For great is thy mercy toward me. 

( Thou art my God, and I will thank thee. Thou art my God, and I will praise thee. For great. 

Lesson ij 

O

F such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. For though I would desire to glory, 1 shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 

( Great, O Lord,  is thy mercy toward me. * And thou hast delivered my soul from the nethermost hell. 

( In the time of my trouble I will call upon thee, for thou hearest me. And thou. 

Lesson iij

M

OST gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing. 

( The Lord is my refuge. * And my God is the strength of my confidence. 

(  He shall deliver me from my strongest enemy: the Lord is my upholder. And my. Glory be.  And my. 
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